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NIAMEY DECLARATION OF THE FIRST MID-YEAR COORDINATION
MEETING BETWEEN THE AU AND REGIONAL ECONOMIC
COMMUNITIES (RECs) ON THE PURSUIT OF THE AFRICAN
INTEGRATION AGENDA

1. WE, the Heads of State and Governments representing the Bureau of
the Assembly of the AU and Chairpersons of the Eight (8) RECs, as
well as Regional Mechanisms (RMs) meeting in Niamey, Niger on 8 July
2019 on the occasion of the first M|d Year Coordination Meeting, chaired
by H.E. Abdel FatIaI'rAI Sisi, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt
and the Curre'ptt‘ha person of the AU; ™~
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iv. The Accra Declaration of July 2007; “to accelerate the economic
and political integration of the African continent”,

v. All other relevant AU instruments relating to the acceleration of the
regional and continental integration agenda;
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4. FURTHER RECALLING the Protocol on the creation of Peace and Security
Council of the African Union, adopted by the first AU Assembly on the 9" of July,
2002 in Durban, and all the existing legal provisions or Decisions in the area of Peace
and Security;

5. RECALLING the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance,
adopted by the eighth Session of the Assembly, held in Addis Ababa Ethiopia, on the
30" of January 2007,

6. RECOGNIZING Assembly/AU/Dec.635-(XXVIII) which decided to establish a
Coordination Meeting of the Bureau of the Assembly of the Union with the
participation of th_e»Chai persons of RECs, thesCommission and RMs. Ahead
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12.RECALLING Decision Ext/Assembly/AU/Dec.1(X) of 21 March 2018 on the
Agreement establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA);
COMMENDS Member States that have ratified the agreement and;
ENCOURAGES those that have not signed/ratified the agreement to do so;

13.ALSO RECALLING Decision Assembly/AU/Dec.607 (XXVII) on the Protocol
of the Treaty establishing the AEC relating to free movement of persons, right
of residence and right of establishment adopted in 29 January 2018 and;
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ENCOURAGES Member States that have not yet signed or ratified the
Protocol to do so;

14.RECOGNIZING the role of the RECs in facilitating regional economic
integration among their Member States and through the wider AEC,
established under the Abuja Treaty (1991).

HEREBY DECLARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. TAKE NOTE of the presentation on the Reglonal Integration in the context of
the African Union institutional reform; —
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responsible for peace and security and URGE the AU,RECs, and RMs to
rapidly establish practical modalities to facilitate timely and coordinated
responses to continental crises;

7. MANDATE the Commission, in collaboration with the Member States, RECs,
AU organs, regional mechanisms to operationalize the framework on an
effective division of labour, upon its adoption by the Assembly, including
through detailed plans of action;
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8. URGE all RECs to align their programs and action plans with the continental
agenda for Integration, which includes the Abuja Treaty, Agenda 2063 and its

ten-year implementation plan;

9. ALSO URGE Member States to consider the importance of RECs participation
in relevant AU statutory meetings to coordinate and harmonize the policies
between the Union and RECs for the gradual attainment of the integration
agenda of the Union; and clarify the legal status of the RECs in the
architecture of African integration;

10.REQUEST Member States, RECs, Commission, AUDA-NEPAD and all other
stakeholders to mobilize sufficient.and ainable resources to strengthening

the regional integratio uding through utilizingsthe AU Partnerships towards
the at ent of the"continental integration Agenda; >
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